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Vocal Forces:

Chorus

Children's Choir

"Oratorio Soloists": Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass-Baritone
"Chamber Soloists": Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Baritone
"Pop Singers": Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Baritone

Spoken Parts: Narrator, Actor

Chant Leader (Tenor or Baritone)

The Pop Singers and the Narrator are amplified.

Instrumental Forces (20 players):
Flute, doubling Piccolo
Oboe
B’ Clarinet, doubles EP Clarinet, B’ Bass Clarinet and B? Contrabass Clarinet
E?» Alto Saxophone, doubles B? Soprano Saxophone
E’ Baritone Saxophone, doubles B’ Tenor Saxophone
Bassoon, doubles Contrabassoon
Horn in F
2 Trumpets in C
Trombone
Tuba
2 Percussionists®
Electric Guitar, doubles Acoustic Guitar
Piano
(solo strings)
2 Violins
Viola
Cello

Contrabass, doubles Electric Bass

*Instruments shared Percussion 1 & 2:
Bass Drum, 4 Tomtoms, 2 Bongos & 2 Timbales, Marimba,Vibraphone, Glockenspiel,
Large Tamtam, 3 Metal Plates, Large Suspended Cymbal, Lead Pipe.

Percussion 1 only: Drumset, Triangle, 4 Temple Blocks, Chimes

Percussion 2 only: Gong "G", bow for cymbal.

Score 1s in C. All instruments sound as written;
octave clefs are used in the score to indicate the actual pitch of octave transposing instruments.



PASSION with Tropes is a collage of various music, theatre, and music-theatre
experiences, using a collage of texts about religion, love, death, and the experience of
human existence. It may be described as a theatre work about the experience of attending
an oratorio (or, more specifically, a Passion). But the medium of the oratorio is
supplemented or challenged by the invasion of other musical and dramatic media (e.g.,
chamber songs, pop songs, excerpts from plays, poetry recitations, philosophical
declarations, sermons, processions) just as the scriptural telling of the Passion story is
convoluted, supplemented, and challenged by texts from the works of over 40 poets,
playwrights, and philosophers.

This 30-minute “Concert Extract” presents a new, reduced orchestration and tightened
dramatic form for the work, in preparation for an immersive theatre production of the final
80 minutes of the reconstructed work to be produced in May of 2011. This extract focuses
on the closing trajectory of the work. Christ's final cry of “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani” (My
God, why have you forsaken me?) is a recurring image throughout, surrounded by
multifaceted meditations, sacred and profane, on life, death, and love.

Movements in this Extract:
The Cry - Charles Peguy: The Everlasting Cry, Strophes I & IV
Narrator, Chorus, and Oratorio Bass
He saved others
Oratorio Soloists and Chorus
Don Freund: God is Love
“Pop” Baritone
He saved others (Reprise)
Chorus
From Kurt Vonnegut: Slaughterhouse Five (excerpt 4)
Actor
The Cry - Charles Peguy: The Everlasting Cry , Strophe V
Narrator, Chorus, and Oratorio Bass
The Good Thief
Chamber Soloists
Apocalypse
Chorus
Jean de le Ceppéde: Theoréme Spirituel
Oratorio Soprano
Palm Sunday Procession
Oratorio Soloists and Chorus; Children's Choir
Giles Fletcher: It Was But Now
Oratorio Soloists
From Kurt Vonnegut: Slaughterhouse Five (excerpt 5)
Actor
Etheridge Knight: He Died in Detroit
“Pop Singers”
Charles Peguy: The Everlasting Cry, Strophe VI - The Cry
Narrator, Chorus, and Oratorio Bass
Sheldon Tannenbaum: My Daughter on Good Friday
Chamber Tenor
Easter Vigil Proclamation
Chant Leader, Soloists and Chorus; Children's Choir
Ronald Duncan: The Return
Chamber Baritone



Don Freund: PASSION with Tropes Concert Extract - 2010
Text Collage

The Cry — Charles Peguy: The Everlasting Cry, Strophes I & IV
Narrator, Chorus, and Oratorio Bass

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness
over the whole land, and Jesus cried out in a loud voice:

Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani...
The Son of Man in his very last hour,

cried out louder than a lost soul in his dreadful anguish,
with a cry that rang as false as a divine blasphemy.
Why should he have uttered that dreadful cry?

An eternal kiss would lave his side, a fatherly kiss would lave his brow,
an eternal kiss from his father would refresh his smarting wounds,

his head, his side, his feet, his hands;

an eternal spring, pure eternal water awaited his smarting wounds.

On the point of returning into his eternity,

it is then he uttered that awful cry . .

He saved others
Oratorio Soloists and Chorus
The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said:
So you would destroy the temple, and rebuild it in three days!
Then save yourself! If you are God's son, come down from the cross!
The chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the same way:
He saved others, himself he cannot save.
Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the cross now,
and then we will believe in him.

Don Freund: God is Love
“Pop” Baritone
God is love, what
kind of love, how,
could it be time and space
would embrace only me?
Love isn't wise, isn't knowing,
Love can't be sure where it's going,
Love is a dream, finite sensation,
Sheer fabrication,
Blind aspiration.
Oh what a silly God, to try
to be like me, to want
to be confused, to wish
things could be better than he made them.
Love is God, who,
making man, wants
to be man so he can make God
to be loved, to be Love, and to love.

He saved others (Reprise)
Chorus

Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the cross now,
and then we will believe in him.

From Kurt Vonnegut: Slaughterhouse Five (excerpt4)
Actor
The visitor from outer space made a serious study of Christianity, to learn, if he could,
why Christians found it so easy to be cruel. He concluded that at least part of the trouble
was slipshod storytelling in the New Testament. He supposed that the intent of the
Gospels was to teach people, among other things, to be merciful, even to the lowest of the low.

But the Gospels actually taught this:
Before you kill somebody, make absolutely sure he isn't well connected.



The Cry — Charles Peguy: The Everlasting Cry , Strophe V
Narrator, Chorus, and Oratorio Bass
From the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness
over the whole land, and Jesus cried out in a loud voice:
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani...

The Good Thief
Chamber Soloists

The other robber said to Jesus:
Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
And Jesus said to him:
Amen I say to you,
this day you shall be with me in Paradise.

Apocalypse
Chorus

And I saw in the midst of the throne of the four living creatures, and
in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, and he came and took the scroll out of the
right hand of him who sat upon the throne.

And I beheld, and I heard a voice of many angels round about the throne,
and the living creatures and the elders, and the number of them was
thousands, saying with a loud voice,

"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and divinity
and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and blessing."

And every creature that is in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and such as are on the sea, and all that are in them, I heard them all saying,

"To him who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb,
blessing and honor and glory and dominion,
forever and ever."

Jean de le Ceppeéde: Theoreme Spirituel
Oratorio Soprano

Cry ringing at the heart of all humanity
O culminating, everlasting cry,

Cry as if God himself had sinned like us,
As if God himself had despaired . . .

Great Sun, flame of Christ,

You have passed through four houses of the Zodiac:

Through Virgo, where Christ was born of flesh
From His own soul, matched and matchless;
Through the Waterbearer, when He sorrowed

in tears, blameless; through the Bull,
When He offered His body on the gallows.
Now he enters the house of the Lion

With a mane of light whose beams
Enflame the hemispheres, and His voice

Is the shaking thunder, the roar from the grave

That brings the world of beasts to the yoke
Of His redemption.



Palm Sunday Procession
Oratorio Soloists and Chorus; Children’s Choir
Osanna filio David! benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Rex Israel: Osanna in excelsis.
(Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he that comes in the
name of the Lord. O King of Israel: Hosanna in the highest.)
Pueri Hebraeorum portantes ramos olivarum,
obviaverunt Domino, clamantes et dicentes:
Hosanna in excelsis.
(The Hebrew children bearing branches of olive, went forth
to meet the Lord, crying out, and saying: Hosanna in the highest!)
Giles Fletcher: It Was But Now
Oratorio Soloists
It was but now their sounding clamours sung,
Blessed is he, that comes from the most high,
And all the mountains with Hosanna rung,
And now, away with him, away they cry,
And nothing can be heard but crucify:
It was but now, the crown itself they save,
And golden name of king unto him gave
And now, no king, but only Caesar, they will have:

It was but now they gathered blooming May,
And of his arms disrob'd the branching tree,
To strew with boughs, and blossoms all thy way,
And now, the branchless trunk a cross for thee,
And May, dismayed, thy coronet must be:
It was but now they were so kind, to throw
Their own best garments, where thy feet should go,
And now, thyself they strip, and bleeding wounds they show.

From Kurt Vonnegut: Slaughterhouse Five (excerpt 5)
Actor
Billy Pilgrim had stopped in the forest. He was leaning against a tree with his eyes
closed. His head was tilted back and his nostrils were flaring. He was like a poet in the
Parthenon.

This was when Billy first came unstuck in time. His attention began to swing grandly through
the full arc of his life, passing into death, which was violet light. There wasn't anybody else
there, or any thing. There was just violet light - and a hum.

Etheridge Knight: He Died in Detroit
“Pop Singers”
Dead. He died in Detroit, his beard
was filled with lice; his halo glowed
and his white robe flowed magnificently
over the charred beams and splintered glass;
his stern blue eyes were rimmed with red,
and full of reproach; and the stench: roasted rats
and fat baby rumps swept up his nose that
had lost its arch of triumph. He died outraged,
and indecently, shouting impieties and betrayals.
and he arose out of his own ashes. Stripped.
A faggot in steel boots.
Charles Peguy: The Everlasting Cry, Strophe VI — The Cry
Narrator, Chorus, and Oratorio Bass
Louder than the two thieves hanging beside him,
who howled at death like famished dogs,
the thieves howled but a human howl,
the thieves howled a cry of human death.
He alone uttered
the everlasting cry.



From the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness
over the whole land, and Jesus cried out in a loud voice:
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani...
And he gave up the spirit.

Sheldon Tannenbaum: My Daughter on Good Friday
Chamber Tenor

Suddenly it must have seemed, in the hovering and still day,
Someone impressive had died. Our next door neighbors had gone away
On their yearly visit, and she swung on their little girl's swing,
But let her swinging die down to stillness.
As for the death, it was long, long ago; so long, it seems, that
We are not really sure it was, nor is it real as Rachel's ribboned hat
Blowing back over the landscape, that's ferny with the billion times

Of birth and death, death and birth, now, as Rachel climbs.

Easter Vigil Proclamation
Chant Leader, Soloists and Chorus; Children’s Choir
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God's throne!
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation.
This is our passover feast, when Christ, the true lamb, is slain,
whose blood consecrates the homes of all believers.
May the Morning Star which never sets find this flame still burning: Christ, that Morning Star,
who came back from the dead, and shed his peaceful light on all mankind,
your Son who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.

Ronald Duncan: The Return

Chamber Baritone

They covered His body with linen
Then placed it in a tomb.
His women wept. And they
Who'd followed Him with more hopes than understanding
Immediately began to shift for themselves.

And they made their preparations, forgetting
That though it is possible to lock a body in a tomb
It is not possible to lay one's memory down beside it.
And as they walked away, the seed started to germinate.
Christ began to live.

END
Permission to use the following texts in PASSION WITH TROPES has been granted the composer with restrictions as noted:

Jean de la Ceppede: Theoréme Spirituel, translated by Clinton Larson
Paul Thompson, Northwestern University Press, 1735 Benson Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201

Ronald Duncan: excerpt from JUDAS
Hydra Book Co., Box 813, Forest Grove, OR 97116

Etheridge Knight: Two Poems from Black Relocation Centers (#2:"He Died in Detriot")
Broadside Press, 74 Glendale Ave., Highland Park, MI 48203

Sheldon Tannenbaum: "My Daughter on Good Friday"
THE YALE REVIEW, Vol. 52, No. 3, Spring 1963. Sheila Huddleston, Managing Editor, The Yale Review,
P.O.Box 1902A, Yale Station, New Haven, Connecticut 06520

Kurt Vonnegut: excerpts from SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE
For theatrical presentation by performers before a live audience:
Donald C. Farber, 99 Park Ave., New York, NY,10016.
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Charles Peguy
=60

The Everlasting Cry (strophe 1)
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The Everlasting Cry (strophe IV)
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Fast and Furious

Slaughterhouse Five (excerpt 4)

Kurt Vonnegut
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