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for 16 players

Don Freund

Duration: ca. 10 minutes
(2012)

Instrumentation

Flute (doubles Piccolo)

Oboe (doubles English Horn)
B> Clarinet*

E? Alto Saxophone

Bassoon

Trumpet in C (doubles Flugelhorn in B?)
Horn in F*

Trombone

Tuba

Percussion (one player):

Ride Cymbal, Splash Cymbal, Hi-hat Cymbal,
Small Tamtam, Vibraslap, Small Shaker

Pedal Bass Drum, 4 Tomtoms, 2 Bongos
Piano

2 Violins
Viola

Cello
Contrabass

*Score is in C. All instruments sound as written;
the clef for the piccolo indicates sounding an octave higher;
the clef for the contrabass indicates sounding an octave lower.

Although the generous use of courtesy accidentals may seem to imply otherwise,
accidentals carry through the measure, and apply only to the octave in which they appear.



Don Freund: Hell’s Handbasket for 16 players
Program notes from the composer

If you haven’t heard the old expression “We're all going to hell in a
handbasket,” well, now you have. Sometimes I find it difficult to disagree with
the curmudgeon who can feel us all sliding down the slippery slope into a
future where music with sensitivity, creativity, intelligence and taste remains
only as a relic of a forgotten, irrelevant antiquity. But in this piece, anyway,
I'm taking sides with the happy handbasketeer who says “Chill out, dude, and
enjoy the ride.” I'm not sure whether the handbasket is the funk band riff that
opens the piece and grows to an apocalyptic catharsis, or the silly little hook
of a tune that is rediscovered in the aftermath.
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