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Don Freund:

Life of the Party
Concerto for Bassoon and 16 Friends (2000)

for Kim Walker

Duration: ca. 30 minutes

These movements should be listed in the main concert program:

Party Music 1: Hard Rock / Chat I: Small Talk (Bn w/F1, Ob, CI, Cbn)
Party Music 2: Gospel / Chat 2: Religion (Bn w/El Pno, Cbn, Marimba)
Party Music 3: Techno / Chat 3: Politics (Bn w/Tpt, Hrn, & Tbn)

Party Music 4: Posh / Chat 4: Sports (Bn w/Pno, Fl, CI)

Chat 5: Art (Bn w/String Quartet) / Party Music 5: Cool Jazz

Party Music 6: Blues / Chat 6: Flirts (Bn w/El Gtr, Cbn w/El Bs)

Duo Cadenza: Break-up (Bn & Cbn)

Party Music 7: Deep Funk / Soliloquy: Broke-up (Bn w/Pno)

Ballad: Make-up

Finale: Celebrate!

Program notes:

Don Freund's Life of the Party (Concerto for Bassoon and 16 Friends) could be described as
an instrumental mini-opera with two identifiable layers of musical activity. One layer is the
"Party Music," a series of "songs" in varied vernacular styles which recede into the
background to allow the more intimate party "Chats" to be heard. The scenario is this: the
bassoon and its date, the contrabassoon, show up at a party, and before long engage in a
"Small-Talk Chat" with the other woodwinds — a breezy triple-triple meter against the heavy
duple of the "Hard Rock Party Music." When a new "Gospel Party Music" begins, the
bassoon and contra begin an earnest, spirited discussion of religion with the electric piano,
later joined by the marimba. This odd mixture of gospel blues, Messiaen-ic chords, and
simulated Gregorian chant yields to the next party music, a robotic "Techno" passacaglia, over
which the bassoon and brass trio engage in a heated debate about politics. This stark tension is
replaced by the thick, rich harmonies of the "Posh Party Music," over which the bassoon and
piano (later joined by the flute and clarinet) discuss sports in 16th-note flurries of sinewy
athleticism. The string quartet interrupts, advancing some abstract theories of art; the bassoon
sympathizes, while "Cool Jazz Party Music" is heard in the background. A sultry "Blues Party
Music" follows, with sexy electric guitar riffs that elicit some flagrant flirtation from the
bassoon. The contrabassoon is outraged, and retaliates by becoming closely intertwined with
the electric bass. A lovers' spat erupts, a duo-cadenza for bassoon and contra, full of choice
multiphonics and other extended effects. During the ensuing "Deep Funk Party Music" the
bassoon goes off by itself as has a cry. The contra re-enters, and reconciliation is found in a
country-flavored Ballad. All is well; the party ends with a rollicking celebration!

Life of the Party was inspired by the incomparably vivacious personality and astounding
virtuosity of Kim Walker.






Don Freund:

Life of the Party
Concerto for Bassoon and 16 Friends (2000)

Duration: ca. 30 minutes

Instrumentation:

Flute

Oboe
Bb Clarinet Recommended stage configuration:

Solo Bassoon
Contrabassoon

Trumpet in C Piamo & Symth Electnc Bass (dhl &c. Bs.)

Horn
Trombone Tradbone Electnie Grutar

Percussion Hom Viola Cello Bl Clarinet

Piano (doubles on Synthesizer) Vol 2 Ohae  Flute
o Trurepet Vinlin I

ViolinI Conductor

Violin 2 Solo Bassoon Contrabassoon

Viola

Cello During the "Chats", concertante players are asked to stand, with the
Electric Guitar exception of the string quartet.
Electric Bass (doubles on Acoustic Bass) (String Quartets are much too elegant to playing standing up.)

Percussion

Dirmset

Drumset

All Winds: Staccato marks between the note-head and a slur indicate a light tonguing; staccato marks placed outside
the slur indicate a quick release with no re-articulation.

Bassoon and Contrabassoon: Three complementary bits of information are given for most multiphonics: a whimsical
description, an even more whimsical chord or cluster notation, and a fingering used by Kim Walker in the first
performance. Bassoonists are encouraged to take all of these into account, and then use whatever works best for their
instrument.

Percussion: The following instruments are employed:
Vibraphone, Marimba, Bass Drum, Small Tamtam,
5 Temple Blocks, Bongos, Guiro, Cowbell, Finger Cymbals

Synthesizer (Piano): Two synthesizer voices are called for: "Rhodes piano" — an electric piano sound with a lot of
high partial "ping"; and "Hammond organ" which should be disruptively loud and rich in measure 236. "Damper pedal"
is not required, but a volume pedal could be used, and velocity sensitivity is necessary.

Electric Guitar: The Electric Guitar part has been edited by Derek Johnson: all his fingerings and suggestions appear
in the full score as well. Three levels of distortion are indicated:
"light distortion" is akin to blues or southern rock, slight buzz, but lots of note
(could be achieved without distortion setting on amp or pedal by boosting tone
or playing with bridge pickup, or both);
"medium distortion" is akin to rock or fusion, gritty but still some note;
"heavy distortion" is akin to hard rock or metal.

high tom

Drumset key: idde En O™y i hat  splash
low tom >J jde ;l cowbell
. T |
1l F 1 Al

T
s:lnare drum r .
bass drum hi-hat (foot)
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50 Party Music 7: Deep Funk
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Ballad: Make-up
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