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Don Freund
Cello Concerto

Duration: ca. 19 minutes

The cello is human, struggling, thapsodic, atonal, ametric, technically self-assured but
emotionally insecure, particularly in light of its encounter with the orchestra, a
mysterious, overwhelming supernatural or extraterrestrial force. The cello tries in several
ways to cope with this unpredictable presence which spews bits of Beethoven and
Berlioz, haunting echoes from the cello’s irrelevant, long-forgotten past. The energy of
the orchestra culminates in a tempestuous whirlwind fugue.

An outburst of Sibelius ushers in a third character, the solo percussion: liaison, angel,
envoy, reflecting the orchestra but sympathetic to the cello. Through him, the cello seeks
rapport with the orchestra, unsuccessfully. The orchestra and percussion fall silent. The
cello’s peripatetic cadenza is interrupted by bowed solo percussion which leads to a new
kind of orchestral entrance: a rich, soft blanket of sound eliciting at last a lyric,
embracing response from the cello.

Cello Concerto was made possible through a grant from the National Endowment for the
Arts.



CELLO CORCEREQ
DOR FREURD

Instrumentation: plccolo
2 flutes
2 oboes
2 clarinets .
bass clarinet .
soprano saxophone
2 bassoons .
{2nd bassoon doubles on contrabasscon)
I horns i
3 trumpets in C
3 trombones
tuba :

percussion: glockenspiel, chimes, vibraphone,
xylophone, triangle, 2 suspended
cymbals, 3 tamtems, tambourine, -
2 bongos, 2 timbales, || tomtoms
snare drum, baess drm
(2 playersi

timpant

full strings
solo cello

st0lo percussion - The solo percussionist is

set up in front of the orchestra on the side

of the stage opposite the solo celloc, Kis-
instrumentation should consist largely of

metal and glass instruments of his own choosing,
Sorme unusual and fanciful instruments should be
used, and many of the instruments should bs
suspended down from a horizontal beem or two,
presenting an intriguing visual diaplay to the
audience, Yhe part should be played ritualistically
and with a gense of dramatic charscterization,
The solo percussion 1s a liaison between the
orchestra and the solo ¢ello; the percussionist
mist be able to ses and Tfollow the conductor,

.- The fdllowing instruments are required (although
’ - substitution is possible): lead pipes, tunsd gong,
amglocken, .

All instruments are scored In G, Octave transpositions for piceolo,
baass, contrabassoon and percussion are indicated Above or below
the clef sign,
' 8016 cello is metrically Undependent of the orehestra until

measure U,7, The ‘conductor ‘should make no ettempt to "follow"
the cello sololst, except for orchestral entrances after a pause,
The orchestra is an independent: and iIndifferent heing to which
the cello reacts, The various methods of netating the ecells -
rhythm are not Intended to be precise, and even when the cello

rt appears to be metrical, the cellist mist "drag" or "push".

o .avoid projecting a metrical’ensemble -relationghip, The -sello
part should make its own llnesar and dramatic sense and rubato
must be used to this end. Betwéen measures 253 and 300, the cellist
may find he has too many or to few motes .to 111 the time -mllotted,
in which case he should feel free to delete or repeat Iragments,
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