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Summersongs (String Quartet #4) could be described as three tunes in search
of a string quartet. The tunes present contrasting characters. The first one,
which dominates the opening of the piece after emerging from a torrential
tangle of energetic scale patterns, is strong and broad, a bold rising-fourth
beginning (think “All the Things You Are”) followed by driving syncopated
phrases and shifting harmonies. The second tune, which defines the middle
of the piece, has a distinct Latin flavor. Easy-going at first, its syncopations
become more insistent, igniting a firestorm of activity. The final tune is as
slight and refreshing as a summer breeze. Heard over a gentle drone, its
only development is by reduction, inviting the listener to fill in the missing
notes.
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