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Program Notes: 

 

Viola Concerto  was  written for Atar Arad.  Every idea in the piece reflects one of the 

marvelous qualities of a viola in the hands of an artist. No other instrument has such a 

natural warmth, mystery, amiable jocularity, forthright directness, and folk-like voice. In 

this Viola Concerto, the sound and character of the solo instrument is set apart from its 

surroundings in a variety of ways; the viola and orchestra rarely share material. 

 

The one-movement form provides ample opportunities for sectional overlapping, 

juxtapositioning, interlocking, and cross-referencing, but the listener should be able to 

recognize six distinct sections (averaging 3 to 4 minutes in length) which alternate slow 

and fast tempos.  The initial idea, a gesture which grows out of a repeated C£ (marked π, 

marcato, relentless) presents a ritualistic character which re-appears throughout the piece.  

The three fast sections are defined by demonic, incisive staccato eighth-notes; a “rustic, 

hearty” folk-like melody peppered with driving repeated 32nd-notes interlaced with the 

orchestra’s delicate triplet weavings; and a bright, high-spirited scherzo-finale.  The 

work’s center of gravity is the pivotal fifth section, a free “Blues” (at 12:50). 

 

In its orchestral version, Viola Concerto is scored for 2 antiphonal wind quintets,  

percussion, harp, piano and strings.  Having heard amazingly successful and illuminating 

one- or two-piano versions of such intrinsically orchestral pieces as Petrushka, The 

Planets, and Bartok's Concerto for Orchestra, I felt that making a version for viola and 

piano of my Viola Concerto was not so much a case of practical accommodation as an 

opportunity to present the work as a clear black-and-white print, missing its orchestral 

color and spatial-textural richness but benefiting from a chamber-music focus and 

directness. 

 

Duration: ca. 21 minutes 
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