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  Slower { ∂ = ca. 50 }

   (backhand fingernail gliss.)  

  Faster { ∂ = ca. 72 }  
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  Very Slowly { ç = 72 } 

  A Little Faster { ∂ = ca. 60 }  



Bitter Sweetness for Solo Harp  (1992)

Don Freund

Program notes:

I find the sound of the harp to be the most intrinsically seductive of all musics. 
The point of Bitter Sweetness is to give edge to this natural acoustic allure of the 
harp, mixing-in elements which present the more biting, noisier, grittier side of 
the instrument. Some of these elements are extensive use of the low range, a 
highly chromatic harmonic and melodic language, sharp articulations and 
generally loud dynamics. The pervasive half-step pedal glissandi (heard as pedal 
buzzes near the end) articulate the defining gestures of the piece.

Bitter Sweetness was composed for Shuen Chieh, whose demonstrative artistry 
allowed me to hear the sounds of the piece as I was writing it.

Duration: ca. 9 minutes


