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FEarthdance Concerto

Concerto/Ballet for Piano and Wind Ensemble Don Freund

for Emile Naoumoff and the Indiana University Wind Ensemble, Ray E. Cramer, conductor 2001
and the Indiana University Ballet Theatre, Jacques Cesbron, choreographer

Duration: ca. 25 minutes Score is transposed.

Instrumentation: 1 H eart Thl" Ob D&IIC@
. 2. Rivet Dance

Piccolo(s)

Flutes 1 & 2 3. Songwave Dance

Oboes 1 & 2 4. Ele-metal Dance

E’ Clarinet(s)

B’ Clarinets 1, 2, & 3 Program notes can be found on page 120

B> Bass Clarinet(s)

B’ Contrabass Clarinet (parts also available for EP Contra-alto Clarinet and String Bass)
B? Soprano Saxophone

E» Alto Saxophones 1 & 2

B? Tenor Saxophone(s)

E’ Baritone Saxophone(s)

Bassoons 1 & 2

Solo Piano

Bb Trumpets 1-4
Horns 1-4 (2nd "high", 3rd "low")
Trombones 1-4 (4th = Bass Trombone)

Euphoniums 1 & 2
Tubas

Percussion 1-6:

Percussion 1

Chimes [share with Percussion 5] (rawhide mallets, fiberglass mallets),

Large Tamtam, Small Tamtam, Glockenspiel (hard rubber mallets, plastic mallets), Small Suspended
Cymbal (yarn mallets)

Percussion 2
Vibraphone (yarn and hard rubber mallets), 2 tuned Gongs: C (tenor) and G (5th higher). Small
Tamtam, Brake Drum [may share with Percussion 3 and 4] (cord mallets)

Percussion 3

Marimba, Large Tamtam, Slit Drum — large, 2 pitches /[may share with Percussion 5] (yarn mallets,
cord mallets, medium rubber mallets), 5 Temple Blocks (medium rubber mallets, thin metal sticks),
Brake Drum /[may share with Percussion 2 and 4[thin metal sticks, heavier beater, plastic mallets),
Xylophone, Slapstick

Percussion 4

Bass Drum (wood stick), Crotales — 2 octave set (hard rubber mallets, plastic mallets), 2 Bongos and 2
Timbales (wood sticks), 2 Cowbells /[may share with Percussion 6[thin metal sticks), 2 Agogo Bells (thin
metal sticks and heavier beaters), Clash Cymbals, Conga (cord mallets), Large Suspended Cymbal (felt
mallet), Large Metal Plate(cord mallets)

Percussion 5

Bass Drum (medium hard beater), Slit Drum — large, 2 pitches /may share with Percussion 3](yarn
mallets), Chimes [share with Percussion 1](rawhide mallet, fiberglass mallet, plastic mallet),
Tambourine, 4 Tomtoms (wood sticks), Snare Drum (snares on, wood sticks), 2 Guiros (Large and Small)

Percussion 6
4 Timpani (hard felt mallets, wood sticks), 2 Tomtoms — Middle and Low (cord mallets), Splash Cymbal
(wood stick), Claves, 2 Cowbells [may share with Percussion 4] (thin metal sticks, heavier beaters)



, conductor (200 ]_)

Don Freund

Piano and Wind Ensemble
for Emile Naoumoff and the Indiana University Wind Ensemble, Ray E. Cramer,
and the Indiana University Ballet Theatre, Jacques Cesbron, choreographer
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1. Heart Throb Dance

Transposed Score

(parts also available for

B C

B? Soprano
B Tenor
E? Baritone S

E? Alto S
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Program Notes by the Composer:

FEarthdance Concerto was composed for choreographer Jacques Cesbron
and the Indiana University Ballet Theatre, and for IU faculty virtuoso
pianist Emile Naoumoff and the IU Wind Ensemble, conducted by Ray E.
Cramer, who gave both the concert and ballet premieres of the work.
Although many ballet scores have become better known as concert works
and many concert works have been used for ballet choreography, it is
rather rare that a piece is deliberately composed to have such a dual life
at its onset; in many ways it is this special situation which creates the
particular sound and shape of Earthdance Concerto.

The four-movement form of the concerto was prescribed by Jacques
Cesbron; ironically it follows a traditional symphonic structure that I had
in the past religiously avoided. A similar paradox is manifested in the
fact that the physical, theatrical extramusical imagery which is the
impetus for the music led me to write a score which is more elemental
and clear in its rhythmic and formal articulations than any of my
non-theatre scores. Superimposed on these considerations is the drama
implicit in any concerto: the role of a single protagonist instrument
against a powerful large ensemble. I found the convergence of this array
of elements and resulting energy fascinating and intriguing.

Here is a brief description of the four movements of the work:

1) Heart Throb Dance: An insistent pounding rhythm against turns of
heroic powerchords, strains of lyricism, an ostinato toccata, a free-flown
cadenza, a circular melodic distraction, and a sudden return to the dark,
irrepressible torrent.

2) Rivet Dance: A "Riverdance" jig with variations — the scherzo
movement.

3) Soundwave Dance: a lyric non-dialogue between the piano and the
winds; the principal arpeggio melody line is characterized by its following
transposed echo.

4) Ele-metal Dance: The realization of a neologism, combining the hard
beats of heavy metal with a fanatical elemental fury.

The composing of Farthdance Concerto was supported by a grant from
Indiana University’s Arts and Humanities initiative.



