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On Yov. 23, 1970, in a series of monumental gaflfes, the Coast Guard
had first refused asylum to a defecting Soviet sailor, then permitted
Russian seamen to board a U,3, cutter, beat the would-be defector into
unconsclousness before the eyes of the crew, then return with him -e
in a Coast Guard launch -- to a waiting Sovict vessel,..

The stage for the defection attempt wae a rreviously arranged rendezvous --

to discuss fishing richts -- off the coast of lartha's Vinevard between the
Coast Guard cutter Vigilant and the Soviet refrigerated fishing ship
Sovietskaya Litva, The talks were jucst under way aboard the Sovietskaya

Litva when & crew menber approachcd one of the /‘méricans and sald Eﬁa¥ he i
wanted to defect,... . i

According to eyewitnesses, the sallor -- a Lithuanian named $imonas
Kudirka -- jumped ten feet to the deck of the Coest Guard cutter at
I,:30 p,m, and pleaded for sanctuary,

« s s s hough he avpaerently arpued the decision for several hours, Commander
Pustis complied with Admiral Ellis! order, and three Rusczian sallors were
allowed to board the Vigilant to take Fudirka back, Put he fought desperately,
and pleaded with the KﬁerIcans to let him stay., ilecalls Robert Brieze, one af
the U,S, fishing experts who was aboard the Couct Guard cutter:"ie vas crying
'Hlelp!' and was on his knees praying and begging them to save his 1ife, The
Russians came abosrd, Sometimes I couldntt see him, but I could hear him
erying, “hen he ran to the urrer deck, i'is face was all bloody,"

Kudirka foupght so fiereely that threec additional sailors from the
Sovictskaya Litva were required to subdue him, They did not leave

e cITant with their nrisoner until close te midnipht, nearly
five hours af'ter the Coast (uard h:d originally reported that Kudirka
was back aboard the Russian ship,

U

That the Coast Gumrd permitted Kudirka to be Leaten aboard an American vessel,
and turned him over to the Russlans 1s, at best, incredible, ‘What is more, '
the .merican actlions could also be a violation of Article 32 of the Ceneva
Convention on Refugees, The covenant states that "No contracting state shall
exrel or return a refugee in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of
territories where his 1life or freedom would be threatened,” In iussian hands,
Kudirka now hans no puarantee of elther,

TI1v%, December 1, 1370
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¥ USING THE PITCHES GIVEN IN THE BOX, AND AVOIDIG
SUCCESSIVE HALF=STEPS, PLAY AS FA3T AS POSSIBLE,
AVOINING REGULARX RHYTIMIC GROUFINGS OF 6 OR 8,
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